Proepective witncasses- the Autopsy doctors 1/6/69 

Ora. Humes, ®CBwell, Jinck toroid toii'bsrg 

lo my original analysis 1 msde the ioexcu£%ble mietcke of believing 
it was possible for the *arron Conr. lesion to bo right * bout anything. So, sben 
thess doctors wre led into testimony that established on the record that esefc had 
competence in forensic pathology, I never drestmt/thi 3 would bo false. It ma. Only 
Mnck, who w * c r.ot ia charge, hod had any meaningful experience with gunshot wounds 
ot ell. Those men were of undoubted competence in ordinary hospital deaths but not 
in _ rime 3 of violence. Incredible as it secras, it is exactly as T ~ut it in %HIT3- 
fASH II: the President got an autopay unworthy '.-of a Bowery bum; hin accused e'anaasin 
got an autopsy befitting t,h- President of the u nit.ed States. 

Then Ccm.mdor James J. Humea woe. the chief pathologist at the Bctheada 
Novel Hoepitel. His next-In-cherge/io^then-Coranfmder J. Thornton Boswell. Boswell 
waited 0 dee»at time to return to civilian life, Humea w-itof. until h? made esptoin, 
then also tweens a civilian, waiting long enough to appear or. tho SBS videowhitewach 
os a Captain. HI 3 address can be easily found. It in in the midwest. Boswell is 
In suburban tech.ington, living and working narbjthe Naval Hospital. He is patholog- 
ist at Suburban Hospital, in Montgomery County. Hio home end office ore both ot 
0600 Old Oaorgotnwn Rond, phone 3c;t/o?,6-7449 and OL6-6OOO (off). Colonel Pierre 
Finck, when Inst I checked up on him, has a phene Hated at the Pentagon. Ha is, or 
at least won, chief of the Wounds Ballistics Branch. He se-ned to spend moot of h*s 
tine out of the country, in Vietnam, where even his office told me they didn’t 
know Mr ad rose. Since the JPX assassination, ho seams to have developed u wook- 
nosa for nervous breakdowns. Dr. Jack Nichols was ray source on this. It ia possible 
hr bos kept up with Flack and tones. Through Ms pathologists directories I am 
certain ho esu supply the addresses that are current. Of coume, if Finafc has been 
staying ikw in the W latexly, he non be roue hod at his hone, 7541-1-tow, m, PA 3-4154 
This is near Woltor Rood Medical Cantor, the Array’s enui valent of Bothsadn Navel 
Hospital ( RA3-1000) . Jock has more or lose kept tabs on these re n . j suggest that 
if you havo any questions about their carosra aubsequent to tho assassination, he 
may know the answers. To keep you from lo king it up, his phonos in Kansas City nee: 
MIS— 9460 (homo) and AD<1— 5352, e::t. 350 (off). /to is spending moot of his time at Mb 
office. He Is working on .3 manuscript. 1 didn t ask him, but it aevraa to me possible 
ho might be ot tho Hew Orleans meetings Wecht is attending the 17th end 18th) and 
it io not beyond possibility that tbs othara, all or soma, nvy bo there. The regis- 
trations will toll you. If they ere, it simplifies iac-uing nubpenoa. 

Poasibly because 1 hr.ve no separate recollection of Sylvia ■Meagher * s 
nriting 1 believe that the choptar "The Doctors end the Autopsy", togettar with the 
one before it, "The Humber of Shots”, in IHITSTKSH, era, although tho first, still 
tho definitive published work on tho autopsy. I amplified it in pert 2 of '“HITE- 
KA3 II. Since then I have written POTT MORTEM, which has (with the addition of new 
material dlscovorod since It was cnnpleted 9/S7) oil that has since cone to light, 
nnd that I think ia ths most shoe Icing stuff in oufr/'hictoryj . I’d prefer that this 
not be gone into ot the tribal, for i have ;j fortune in tima and money tied up 
in thot mnnuBcript. If it is necossory, okay, if yju do it with rao ns the witness, 
testifying tc tbs document I dlacovorod and hovr I diocoverod thorn (the hottest 
misfiftfed, dostroyed every place they sre supposed to exiat in tho filea). I will 
hove the manuscript so A the documents with me. It depends on your approach and what 
esn b° done in a court of l.«s*, but I repast, what I wrote in t’ce memo on the Park- 
land doctors, hevin ; Specter na a witness could be quite something. I aura wish I 
could question him’. 

(Vf the three autopsy doctors, if you nave to stick to one, I recommend 
•tones. Especially with Mia subsequent statements, which i have, ho will oorao apart 
or commit perjury. Hither way, ho will help. 1 hove, for example, the text of tho 
CBB chaw, whore ho lied. It would help to know whnt- and how you intend to do end 
go into, for there Is a limit to how nudi I con carry. I could trka a briefcase 
full of stuff on just the eutitpay. 


In saying obovo that my chopter remains the dcfinityf^rk, I do not ?/<nt 
td? imply there is nothing ©lee. I impest orly that if thora !?• time for but limited 
reeding* this should fe* it. I /jfheve already recomaended the apn**ux vrecbt? wrote 
from Thompson. Spstein, vho' visualize* the most awful conspiracy any writer has 
suggested, the rewriting of the outer*-? after January 20, ncaotbelosa is quite 
Wong, for ho just didn’t end doesn’t know tbo .mate rial. The cutnpey vet? done 
over immediately, for the reasons sot forth In BGST-IPSTEM. In a aense, this ond 
v^hat relates is much worse, If you have to into, ve can discuss it when I am"* 
there or if *>im comes up to argue in District of Columbia court. 


I do not h^vo the Houts bonk, which is on riolpertn. 1 do hovn tht* magazine 
piece, which goes into that part, *cd I have *n l wil* bring the J ourn*l of tie 
American. ModicaL As-ociction issue on it. Holperia assumes* what he do©.? ant know 
and whst is felaa ond fro™ there, r? he is, nonetheless rnlt ft rightly clobbers 

the autopsy doctors as incompetent because they lacked tho trslnir.g and exnarionoa 
for that kind of autopsy. Hoover, ho assumes the correctness of the basic' Conuci^ ion 
conclusions, like Epstein, without examining them st ell. 

I also hi. s ve in PO^P MOHTFM Specter 1 3 co r 0 fu 1 ly-fls ted notes of his pre- 
deposition questioning of bumes (and, I think* Boswell). My recollection is %'nrt 
this and the subsequent testimony he adduced ore sufficient for the charge of 
perjury end its suborns t ion. In --ny ©vent, there is little that in oruciol in the 
^uraes teetlrronv th«t *711.1 stand c-oss-oxemin.ation, particularly sgeliuTh tta 
testimony of the Secret Service ©gents. I? we add to this the observations of the 
FBI agenus present, Ai u$es ts in de p trouble. x t is my opinion be will go to *ny 
length to avoid being a witness. 0 cannot be a docent men end survive it, osrsonelly 
or professionally, without a plaiSt of "mla culpa", to complain that ho was not 
adequate to the took and it should not h?v© boon asaignad to him. I have ol ao 
Specter** not©3 on hio‘ quest lenine of the FBI agents flt tte? autopey, 3iobort an] 

0 'Neill, whcwihe thereafter wan careful not to coll as witnaesea/l think it would 
bo good to try end eubpontc these two, but if such testimony io. penal fc ted, it ii I 
who discovered their report, though it first appeared, by 3 strange serion of 
unexpected events, in the appendix to the repent of "Inquest”. Inhsvo conducted 
wh^t In think con qualify *03 an exhaustive investigation of the autopsy. I think 
it required as much time 03 0 ^ doctorate* 

But, if you restrict yourself to what is published, -you can utterly 
destroy the autoprjy. The flotoa that 'sere burned - sad Ammos burned them - &W not 
tho notes pimps for headlines, knowing, for I taught him In August I960, that 

he is wrong. Tho outousy notes wore never burned. I h-v© traced then from then 
autopsy bench to the witness chair, with the ^appropriate recei *ts, \hich I have. 

•>hot was bu nod was the firat holograph autopsy. Chanctoe war© then made in the 
second holograph, often substantive, not editorl&l ( l^haw made g word by word 
comparison of ail 15 psges), oud one pivotal ono that was not mode by ^umos. 

This is where ho omitted whet Perry told him the day after tho ^anaaglnatlon , when 
ho was rewriting tho draft: tho President 1 a neck round wai* a front wound. Every- 
body seams to hove mi3sed this obvious thing. H is in tho fourth paragraph. I ha to 
e facsimile in tho appendix to TOITKTOSSU Even co. Human and "inefc both said, and 
Boswell, that them coulu have boon no aingls-bullot explanation of tbs non- tel 
injuries. He cannot explain tho roar non-fhtnl v;ound, not whon is examined ( i :: 
there any doubt he v?uld bo ruled unfriendly?), and J «ck ^ieholn hna o very simple 
end totally dcva:rfcntihg thiiig on this I am oshitfSed of myself for not t^ambling^o , 
for it requires no medical knowwlerdge- I Just missed it. If you cni got /Mmagsinst 
the agents on th** ntr.nd, you should wind up with some thing rani good, for whrt they 
will say is entirely other thm he vd 11, end he 1? Mr ir original source... Ho neker 
sew the pictures, and he can hardly have ur-^ed the evnilabl© X-rt ya during hie 
examination of the body, ^ot he said be M rc -examined” the? pictures when they wore 
put in the Archives (I have the contract and corroopondenco with the executor, 
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Archivist (T really think is in wnat led him vo ret lie early), etc, Tso bs to hoc of 
pic tura-a didn't c yr»e out, incxediblo a a thia xsey aeom >.hou y. u knotf the vsry 
at iff fsfd&rol prorepuiaitee for uiedlcal photographer. The pictures <-ad prints 
returned to the government do not a da up Against whet la recorded i..n boon 

token, *te. * 

Y> o not n l Lo o yourself to be bo by-trn pped or: the X-r&y*. They nrc rory 
rignirie*rt., but, not in the v<ay you think i\ro&vvhet you te. vo arid. Tksy cox not 
sho* the peth of bullets through the bony or Yih&rs they eaU.ica ox edited, unisex- 
they hit bono, for tissue docs not sho* in l~xey&, boiu* doc-i. They will sho* motel, 
fox' example, which is significant* The pictures, X think, the thlr.j&* end if 

I v?ei'<v to rnoke a wild guess, 1 * d way tu', t the Itio b fctcluu* that did uci^iurn out 
include th# crucial ones on entry #na exit* No;; there huo beer*. extensive' Inaccurate 
writing: about- the pictures arid X-ray e* in feet, eiiu*.; tbcdr "return I recall 
re singlo accurate article, inelanln# th£t by i in the Sat. £vo. Poet. The 
truth is not thrt. ^ebfcy refused tb^m- he didn’t; net that barren prohibited it;quiie 
the contrary i have all of this from the auppreseed stuff). The existing 

documentary evidence points at nankin, for at oxk* point ^erren ordorou him to 
arrange on examination. The ^oinoiwaioji never even considered yoking ^ohby about 
the pictures imd A -r?jye until after it had taken ix* autopsy to at iiaony . it nevsir hi d 
any direct contact on this at oil. Age in, x th docu/aonts in i-DST i&KriM. 

Parenthetically, I think e auhpana to the Arohivua for the suppressed 
pert of Xackia’s testimony, thet on t h-n wounds, is in order. 3ha wag the only 
olos* etpwitcecs in the world, the only one close enough Co him to aoo whet they 
looked liVo. X cutest it is not ^ooa tcate thafc led the doiojaisaioa (again,! ngggeat 
this means Aeakin. or Ponkiu-G sector) voluntarily to expunge her testimony on this 
from the printed evidence. I have tried without sue cosy fco got aceaas to is under 
any circumstance a and been. denied, repeatedly. Inufc tluv legal :uoug^, X \xf*yg exhausted 
my administrative readies. 

If you B3k H lt mea to repost under cr^th what ne has mid in public you 
noil him d^n perjury, for he never saw the pictures until he wos shown c set in the 
f*ll of 19d6. The best he could then have said is thst they .Uiow *ust he then re- 
c ailed having soenn on hi 3 autopsy b^ach. 

Contrary fcc- what is "generally thought of his t-aetiittouy ^nu the riiiarep- 
rc^ntotion of it in the Report, he never fiid my thot he orncec tea path of the 
reer-entry buMcet through tU^ body, merely assume it. This la not only hie 
testteory, but it; io e>nietbing else 1 have from a suppressed official source ir, 

PO^T ftViKTEM. - With the body before them, there wes no euch path, and they took the 
body sport, rhich i?> what one does in r-n eutopey. And, if y^u had gotten the stills 
I tried to got you to get from LIFE, he muld evsrn have trouble r ,\ th his testimor.y 
n Ixnxi tho hash wound, the fetfil one or ones, for I hq certain thoro v?urc tv;o hca^ 

shots, o*> exrnin^tion of tha movlo shows, os you 3a ^ hail X shxv^ed it to you. Ilore 

I am not talking about vhr t ^ lionpc on lifted from "a roue, * T Ulcb too technical for 
th*:: ji?ry to get opsily. There in e visible forward mowxiriit before the 313 shot. That, 
nf course, pho??n to bin, should ?d c o threw him if ho is asj^ed to pixyluSii it in trrms 
of his autopsy repoi’t. 

This is t iX' h^;sty, for T h.jv© fco Ic^ve f?r town nnd \?aut t;o gut it temped 
I can get it in today fa moll. Vtj h^ve a prediction for nleot, which will mako 
driving through the no unto in a uncvongaaial. it may se:m oho otic. 4j r.t rae aum;:e. rixe 
that ixen supply any detail you muy want, ^umoa did tho autopsy ^id wrote the 

report on it. Bo^oll navi i‘inck were his asaiatantu. They did little. Bosxoll will 

go to pieces on tho body chart, with what X havo. -Tq i t ? the on« who did it. not 
xiuyr^a, -iark end thither 3 cuy. I bed a reporter friend interview him cni X 
whet he tiion said, which ie ridiculous and would ruin him on examination (if be 
r«t.-r»otn it, ho can sjv oniv what in More dimnging). Humes wrote the autopsy first 


'£T ihle PUrp0S ! 0f 06 uh cell >- N ° w . Please remember my stipula- 
Uon on ^ hOJ/UO). uumon rewrote thojr autopsy repirt in hi* o«sn home, in tto 
fecreevica@.roem, burning tho original in the fireplace ( anrl wb b navwr £ s k»d why 
nnr »os two «ver frowned unon), When? 7 

cpn^o sxAKiSSf ' %LD H " ’ BE:H *® a * HK > yn » ***» ** »» to vanm 

. . . u h * e w,?t * k<a w;s i & rewriting the second draft, in eclcnow 4 dKin/» that 

tni , ’ 4 blAI T d tUa ebhngeo ho made in tho ascend draft ere examined, they 

will clearly saow be sgein changed toe otory. "a dli-ainatad all but one refer an** 
en &1 ‘? ( Pi” synonym, na bho testimony ah’ *a’,’ w«a ’’puncture"). 

To a degree thio io covorod by the eprrovel ol* hie certifiootion of 

having dona- thia. Mo did turn in his notes, ho got a receipt for them, the *a- 
T^rnl in charge of the entire novel isemleal lent,: Union turned them over to 
ddCk or the Secret Service, Bq*ftk turned them over to BnrHtoy, nnd 1 h~v* tte 

"vf 1 ! 7 proaoctorSa notes. i'bia is also clear in hie testimony, 
vhen he held in his hand Aeroxes of his c an notes and m testified. X have ertan- 

n ^? 11 tbiS ! WUh fcUa ArchlTOa sad * 1 Secret Service. 1 will 

tuv? taem with mo. inoee no toe ore required to be la li'ile a 71 end axhibifc 327 end 
are in neither. They, too, should ba snbpeneed. they ere the most important o«rt of 
tb.« autopsy examination with the possible exception oi tha pictures. They -ns® in 
more important, if lose dramatic, en<» they are not subjaet to the technical ob- 
jections of a "contract". 

What is even worse about all of taia 1 will not ,.ut ih writing, but 
1 he vo ^ copy of a document ol.l copies of wsieh were though destroyed. *t is in 
f,cme perhepr? the most shocking a ngl* Ip our history* Kverythls** * 

vrom W5s e? P roT«d.B* 8 i KssBeth. *his I got after I completed the text of the 
hook. That 1 c about 140 eingle-spacs, lvgal-si» 8 d pego 3 . I win have it with me. 

-n.i i will #urd«;r ah 'body vho leaks any of it*c secret contents. Wince end hud 
both Ogres it le by for the race t significant bock yet. 

\j— In to summarize ,in a different way, proper exoni nation o i' tonpr s- , 

is Wjp elone of the mrtopey doctors, especially bracketed with hocht and Hichole, 
ehould ostebll ?h thr there hod to have been a consp raey, that his testimony mid 
fratop&y proctocol are wrong, tiiot thor<* had to hoya h eon more £ 5 bat-j 3 then conceded, 
that they had to have cent) from both front end bock -Been that his autopsy report 
vo ate tod until after Ontmld mo murdered. This la one of the thing* that he 
cannot live with, I 03 certain, the rewriting of his report when he knew it would 
not be oross-exeained by O oUu d’s lawyer, for to* (tend i.«w«id wjuld not be in court, 
woulu hove- no lawyer. h 0 e Benin i in a t to remind you of tfc • desir/fcbilj$,y of 
bu’/ine b p*«t«r a* a witness and the alternative. If it la a) le^lly poncibla end 
b) really neeeaeery to your parpoaoa, of having mo testify to tie documents 1 discover- 
iy\ t'.nii ret>(l them or ontor then 5 . rite ^vid^noa. 

Here I htwo divided interact 6 • ‘i'hia would oerteinly bk. %'m end oi' vny 
po&«iolg belief in the VTrirron xt ©port or the innocence of involv^j in it ?nu 

the ciui-opsy, A t v.’ould k \ v .q be ruinous to try noreonrl interest «nu e ost me a consider- 
eble firtxj^LTit oi tif?e end inonay ixiyea ted, nineh wore th ; >n you can inv^giiie* 

vill in atrlctnut confidence, i aid thi^; Thar a t rca*e 4b qilita ry 
uUs.opay <?it*noGae3, nono oi’ '^horu nare cnJlied 03 wi tries uai3* Thore \» f ere no ciViXi an 
wi tnoaada e.U* Kveryc cl Villen leapt cut of f;ho roon* The onl.y exception* > vo 

t.iie secret Service o‘^eutn guardian; the Prcaidcirit 1 ,3 body rjnu tho FBI ^gent^ kti oping 
then honest* The FKT agent s \ J cr& not called e s witnoc^Gu nmi their raport <4^ *-up- 
presjGd* (Thsre ere also inaicetioaa of en earlier report by tnaia taat I cannot find# 


